
 

 

 

 

 
ATLANTIS AQUAVENTURE’S DOLPHIN BAY INTRODUCES THREE NEW NO-CONTACT 

PROGRAMMES, INSPIRING AND EDUCATING GUESTS TO DO MORE TO PROTECT 
MARINE LIFE AND OUR OCEANS 

The accredited state-of-the-art Dolphin Bay, introduces three new no-contact experiences: Dolphin 

Kayak, Dolphin Paddle and Dolphin Sunrise 

 

DUBAI, United Arab Emirates – The accredited, state-of-the-art Dolphin Bay in Atlantis Aquaventure 

today introduces three new no-contact programmes to its offering. These experiences invite guests to 

participate up close in the daily enrichment and training sessions of the pod of Indo-Pacific bottlenose 

dolphins, as well as inspire and educate guests to do more to protect all marine life and our oceans.  

 

Supporting the enrichment programming for the dolphins, the three new no-contact experiences include 

Dolphin Kayak, Dolphin Paddle and Dolphin Sunrise, as well as an update to the current programmes to 

include further engagement opportunities whilst maintaining the highest animal welfare standards. 

Atlantis Aquaventure, home to The Lost Chambers Aquarium, Dolphin Bay and Sea Lion Point, is the first 

destination in the Middle East to achieve accreditation from the Association of Zoos and Aquariums (AZA), 

the internationally recognised gold standard in animal care and welfare. This was followed by membership 

from the World Association of Zoos and Aquariums (WAZA) in 2021, which brings together world-class 

zoos and aquariums, associations, as well as leading wildlife experts, academies, and universities, to 

encourage the highest standards for global animal welfare.  

 

The purpose of Dolphin Bay is to educate every single guest on how changing their day-to-day actions can 

help protect our oceans and the local environment. After actively participating in the enrichment 

programming for our pod, guests will leave with a better understanding of dolphins and feel inspired to 

do their part to protect all marine life, such as reducing plastic in their daily life or ensuring the fish they 

eat are sustainably sourced. 

 

In addition, for every guest who experiences a programme at Dolphin Bay, Atlantis contributes 1 USD into 

partnerships that drive conservation and sustainability locally and internationally. In 2022, this resulted in 



 

 

 

a $120,000 (USD) investment fund, which continues to support nine UAE-based projects to help protect 

the ocean and the environment. 

 

During the new no-contact experiences, guests can learn more about the dolphins’ natural behaviours 

while participating in the following enrichment programming: 

• Dolphin Kayak – The only kayak with dolphins experience in the UAE, guests will enter the water 

in a double or single kayak and watch as the naturally curious dolphins swim by in the tranquil 

setting of the lagoon.  

• Dolphin Paddle – Guests can relax the mind and body as they paddle around the lagoon alongside 

the playful resident dolphins. This is the only stand up paddleboard with dolphins activity available 

in the UAE.  

• Dolphin Sunrise – Available to in-house guests only, early risers are invited to walk into the 

shallow part of the lagoon with a marine mammal specialist and join the dolphins in their daily 

morning routine.  

The following programmes have also been improved, offering guests unforgettable, educational 

experiences to connect with these magnificent marine animals: 

• Dolphin Encounter – In this shallow, waist-deep water experience, guests will join marine 

mammal specialists to get up close and meet the resident dolphins while learning more about 

their unique biology and natural behaviours. 

• Dolphin Swim – A one-of-a-kind experience with an exciting element of snorkeling in the deeper 

part of the lagoon, guests can witness first-hand as the dolphins interact and communicate 

underwater. 

• Dolphin Meet & Greet – Guests can meet a dolphin from the edge of the lagoon as they learn 

about their interesting behaviours and how they can help protect the oceans.  

• Dolphin  Specialist – A unique behind-the-scenes marine education programme, where children 

can join our team of specialists and learn how we take care of these animals.   

“Dolphin Bay is on a journey to ensure everything we do enriches the lives of our marine animals, supports 

our ongoing conservation efforts and offers fun, but most importantly, educational experiences for guests. 

We are so excited to introduce the new experiences which further contribute to guests building a life-long 



 

 

 

appreciation for marine life and a desire to protect their natural habitats,” said Kelly Timmins, Director of 

Marine Animal Operations and Sustainability, Atlantis Dubai. “Guests can experience the dolphins’ high 

energy behaviors, hear their unique vocalizations, and enjoy up-close encounters to connect with these 

incredible animals in a meaningful and educational way.” 

 

As part of its sustainability and conservation initiatives, Atlantis established a collaborative partnership 

called the Dubai Dolphin Survey in 2021, which brings together the expertise from Zayed University, the 

UAE Dolphin Project Initiative and F3 Marine, and has since been gathering scientific baseline information 

about the local dolphin population off the coast of Dubai. In the first year of the project, the team spent 

more than 270 hours implementing 60 boat surveys, spanning a distance of 5,444km along the UAE 

coastline. This resulted in 11,043 images taken – and dolphins spotted 18 times. The Dubai Dolphin Survey 

is currently underway for 2022-23. 

 

To learn more about Dolphin Bay or to book an experience, visit https://www.atlantis.com/dubai/atlantis-

aquaventure/atlas-village.   

***ENDS** 

MEDIA ENQUIRIES 
Rebecca Hall 
Director, Public Relations 
Mobile: (+971) 551100153 

Email: rebecca.hall@atlantisdubai.com   

For further information about Atlantis please call +971 4 426 1000, or visit www.atlantis.com/dubai. Both low and 

high resolution colour photography of Atlantis is available at media.atlantisthepalm.com.  

Follow Atlantis, The Palm on Social Media 
Facebook: @AtlantisThePalm  
Twitter: @Atlantis  
Instagram: @aquaventuredubai #AtlantisThePalm 
 
About Atlantis Aquaventure 
Following an expansion in March 2021, the Middle East’s number one waterpark is now even bigger, a third bigger 
in fact, making Atlantis, The Palm’s waterpark one of the largest in the world. With the addition of the brand-new 
Trident Tower, Splashers Lagoon and Splashers Cove,  Aquaventure is now home to over 28 additional rides and 
attractions, bringing the total number to over 105 slides, rides and attractions across the 22.5-hectare park. With 
several record-breaking slides and firsts in the region, thrill-seekers can enjoy Odyssey of Terror; the world’s tallest 
waterslide with a Double TornadoWAVE®, Shockwave; the longest family rafting water coaster in the world, 
Medusa's Lair; the first dueling PIPElineBLAST® Water Coaster slide in the region and Immortal Falls; the first Cliff 
jumping in the region. Guests can also enjoy 1km of private beach, motorised and non-motorised watersports and 
26 marine experiences including Dolphin Bay, Sea Lion point and the shark lagoon. Atlantis Aquaventure also 
comprises one of the largest open-air marine habitats in the world, with more than 65,000 marine animals in lagoons 
and displays including The Lost Chambers Aquarium, a maze of underwater corridors and passageways providing a 
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journey through ancient Atlantis. Voted the number one waterpark in Dubai and the Middle East and the second 
best in the world by TripAdvisor, it is a leader in aquatic theme parks. 
 
About Atlantis, The Palm, Dubai 
Located at the centre of the crescent of The Palm in Dubai, Atlantis, The Palm is the first entertainment resort 
destination in the region. Opened in September 2008, the unique ocean-themed resort features a variety of marine 
and entertainment attractions, as well as 22 hectares of waterpark amusement at Atlantis Aquaventure, all within a 
46-hectare site. It is home to one of the biggest waterparks in the world and the one of the largest open-air marine 
habitats, with more than 65,000 marine animals in lagoons and displays including The Lost Chambers Aquarium, a 
maze of underwater corridors and passageways providing a journey through ancient Atlantis. Aquaventure 
Waterpark features 23.5 million litres of fresh water used to power 105 thrilling waterslides and attractions, 
including several world record-breaking slides, and two river rides featuring tidal waves and pools, water rapids and 
white-water chargers. Dolphin Bay, the unparalleled dolphin conservation and education habitat, and Sea Lion Point 
were created to provide guests a once in a lifetime opportunity to learn more about some of nature’s most friendly 
mammals. The resort boasts an impressive collection of luxury boutiques and shops as well as extensive meeting 
and convention facilities. Atlantis, The Palm is also known as the culinary destination in the region where guests can 
take their pick from a collection of 35 world-renowned restaurants including Bread Street Kitchen & Bar, Hakkasan, 
Nobu, Seafire Steakhouse & Bar and the award-winning underwater restaurant, Ossiano. Atlantis is also home to a 
buzzing nightlife scene with entertainment destination Wavehouse offering something for everyone, while WHITE 
Beach is the perfect place to unwind with a drink as the sun slips into the Arabian Sea. 
 

 


