
 

 

ATLANTIS, THE PALM MARKS THE UAE’S NATIONAL ENVIRONMENT DAY   
WITH THE RELEASE OF 10 SHARKS INTO THE OCEAN 

 
The ocean-themed resort releases 10 Arabian Carpetsharks in collaboration with Dubai 

Municipality as part of its ongoing local marine conservation effort.  
 

This week Atlantis, The Palm highlighted its commitment to marine conservation with the release of 10 

young sharks into the Arabian Sea. The iconic entertainment resort teamed up with Dubai Municipality 

for the release as part of its ongoing conservation efforts to give back to the marine environment.  

 

The UAE marked National Environment Day with various activities to raise awareness of the importance 

of protecting and preserving the environment. Committed to supporting and advancing conservation 

efforts locally, the Marine Educators and Animal Care teams at Atlantis, The Palm deliver memorable and 

meaningful education programmes every day that raise awareness for marine conservation. The teams 

also regularly get involved in numerous local conservation programmes, including beach cleanups, 

mangrove planting and wildlife releases. 

 

The latest effort saw 10 young Arabian Carpetsharks released into the ocean at the Jebel Ali Sanctuary in 

Dubai on the 4th February, bringing the total number of releases from Atlantis to 18 sharks and 4 rays 

since 2019. Arabian Carpetsharks are native to the Arabian Sea region and can be found off the coast in 

coral reefs, lagoons, rocky shores, muddy bottoms and mangroves. Thanks to Dubai's commitment to 

preserving its wetlands, the Jebel Ali Sanctuary in Dubai was added to the Ramsar List of Wetlands of 

International Importance in 2018, making it the eighth protected wetland in the country.  

 

Each of the sharks, aged between 8 to 10 months, had been born and cared for at Atlantis, The Palm’s 

dedicated fish hospital. The Animal Care team carefully assessed each shark before deeming them healthy 

and suitable for release. To prepare for their journey into the wild, the sharks were encouraged to explore 

and interact with other compatible marine life and to forage for their own food.  

 

Robert Bennett, Large Exhibits Manager at Atlantis, The Palm, said: “We are committed to playing our 

part in sustaining the ecological balance in the ocean. Allowing sharks to breed is a natural process which 



 
leads to maintaining natural behaviours and improving animal welfare. The team has spent more than 

eight exciting months caring for them, and their safe release into the wild is the culmination of a dream.” 

 

This year, the Atlantis Marine Educators and Animal Care teams engaged the local community during the 

release, educating them about shark anatomy, biology and how everyone can do their bit to protect them. 

In addition, the Atlantis team joined more than 60 volunteers, including participants from Al Waheeda 

Secondary School to conduct a mangrove planting in order to enhance existing mangrove forest cover. 

 

Kelly Timmins, Director of Conservation, Education & CSR, Atlantis, The Palm, said: “Atlantis is 100 per 

cent committed to conservation. Home to more than 65,000 marine animals, we go to every length 

possible to create immersive and memorable experiences that connect people to nature and inspire them 

to protect it. We recognise the crucial role that aquariums around the world have to play in helping to 

improve the conservation of biodiversity, which includes breeding and reintroduction programmes. We 

are dedicated to working with local government agencies and non-profit organisations to advance marine 

conservation nationally, and to ensure future generations are able to benefit from a healthy and 

productive ocean.” 
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For further information about Atlantis please call +971 4 426 1000, or visit atlantisthepalm.com.  Both low and high 

resolution colour photography of Atlantis is available at media.atlantisthepalm.com    
 
Follow Atlantis, The Palm on Social Media 
Facebook:       @AtlantisThePalm  
Twitter:            @Atlantis  
Instagram:       @AtlantisThePalm 
 
About Atlantis, The Palm, Dubai  
Atlantis, The Palm is the first entertainment resort destination in the region and located at the centre of the crescent 
of The Palm in Dubai. Opened in September 2008, the unique ocean-themed resort features a variety of marine and 
entertainment attractions, as well as 17 hectares of waterpark amusement at Atlantis Aquaventure, all within a 46-
hectare site. It is home to one of the largest open-air marine habitats in the world, with over 65,000 marine animals 
in lagoons and displays including The Lost Chambers Aquarium, a maze of underwater corridors and passageways 
providing a journey through ancient Atlantis. Atlantis Aquaventure waterpark features 18 million litres of fresh water 
used to power thrilling waterslides, a 2.3-kilometre river ride with tidal waves and pools, water rapids and white-
water chargers. Dolphin Bay, the unparalleled dolphin conservation and education habitat, and Sea Lion Point were 
created to provide guests a once in a lifetime opportunity to learn more about one of nature’s most friendly 

http://www.atlantisthepalm.com/
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mammals.  The resort boasts an impressive collection of luxury boutiques and shops as well as extensive meeting 
and convention facilities. Atlantis, The Palm is also known as the culinary destination in the region where guests can 
take their pick from a collection of 29 world-renowned restaurants including Bread Street Kitchen & Bar, Hakkasan, 
Nobu, Ronda Locatelli, Seafire Steakhouse & Bar, award-winning underwater restaurant, Ossiano, and traditional 
Middle Eastern favourite, Ayamna. The nightlife scene at Atlantis is lively, too, with the fun-filled Wavehouse offering 
something for everyone, and WHITE Beach & Restaurant the perfect place to unwind with a drink as the sun slips 
into the Arabian Sea.  
  
 
 


